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A huge thank you once again to you our school community. During these
different and difficult times we have all worked together to keep each
other safe and well. We are so proud of everyone and we’re so grateful
for your support, and we know as a school we could not do this without
you. Term 3 has been a smooth unbroken period of learning for our
children which has seen them enjoy normality. We see the children
happy and relaxed at school, interacting with their friends, enjoying their
learning time and having the security of school staff who care and attend
to their every need. We understand that it has caused some angst as we are not allowed to have parents on
school grounds and cannot function as the same community hub that we did before but we have been a
team and can see the results on the children’s faces as they continue to attend and enjoy school as a
consistent in their lives each day. Thank you so much Woy Woy Public School community. A big shout out
to you. What a wonderful, thoughtful and supportive community!

COVID updates
It has been a challenging year for this year’s HSC students and we wish to acknowledge our partner Woy
Woy Campus which is part of our Brisbane Water learning Community and their staff as they strive to best
support their students up to and through the HSC written exam period. NESA has released advice for
schools around the HSC written exams. The Department has worked closely with NESA and is putting in
place additional measures so that students and schools are prepared for the exams, have clear processes
in place to conduct exams safely and know what to do in the event of a disruption to the scheduled exams.
Some happy news is that Year 12 students across NSW will be able to celebrate the completion of school
with COVID-19 safe graduation ceremonies and formals being allowed to take place during Term 4 from 12
November, after the final HSC exam. Schools across NSW will receive COVID-19 safety plan guidance for
Year 12 graduations and school formals on Friday the 11 September.
We know we have some siblings of Year 12 students attending here with us and we wish all Year 12
students the best as they prepare for the upcoming exams.
Please know that updated the Advice for families page is now to include information on HSC students being
prioritised for testing for COVID-19 to minimise disruption for students in preparing for and participating in
exams.
The NSW Government website continuously updates the identified COVID-19 case locations in NSW. Make
sure you regularly visit the website. Please follow the instructions if you have visited one of the locations.

Tell Them from Me Surveys
If you have not yet completed the 'Tell Them From Me' (TTFM) parent survey we ask that you consider
doing so. The survey questions aim to understand parents’ perspectives on their child’s experience at
school, including teaching, communication and the school’s support of learning and behaviour. The data
collected and the reports compiled from the survey responses will be instrumental in helping us to identify
emerging issues and plan for improvement. A new Strategic Improvement Plan for 2021 – 2024 will be
written using the information gleaned from the TTFM surveys, so now’s the time to have your say on what
you’d like to see the school focus on in the next few years.
Participation in the parent survey is entirely voluntary but greatly appreciated. The survey
typically takes 15 minutes. Scan the QR code on this page using the camera on your
Smartphone or tablet to take the survey, or type the following web address into a browser
window: http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/cy939
Thank you in advance for your commitment to helping us to continue to strive to meet the needs of our
community. I can’t emphasise enough how valuable the data from this survey is to the school in terms of
planning for school improvement.

Executive Planning Day

On Tuesday our school Executive had a planning day to lay out our
situationally analysis details and timeline. We started with looking at the
2020 Self Evaluation Framework to see where we feel the school is sitting
in terms of performance in the areas of the Learning, Teaching and
Leadership domains. Staff will be consulted for their input and reflection.
We also held an executive focus group discussion on how we viewed
collaboration in school planning across the whole school site, evaluation of
what we do and effective use of school resources. We looked at how we
can involve students and parent voices in our school evaluation to the best advantage and looked at the
timeline to get all these elements into place. It was an intense but very fruitful day’s work.

Social Media dangers
Please take time to read the attachment from the Department of Education’s website for parents on Social
Media Safety for Parents. This is extremely important especially now when we are constantly on these
platforms. Parents control what devices children have and it is so essential for parent to also control the
social media platforms they use and are legally allowed to do so.
As always take care, keep safe and have a great fortnight.

Ona Buckley and Dan Betts
Principals

This fortnight teachers have been talking to students about how to ‘Be Polite’ especially when they are
speaking to teachers and each other. Lessons have had a focus on how to choose nice words, manners and
using a respectful tone. Our Positive Behaviour for Learning data shows us that playground expectations need
to be reinforced. Next fortnight our area of focus will be ‘Be Safe’ especially when playing on the oval.
REWARDS DAY
The next fortnight will see us celebrating the end of term with our Positive Behaviour for Learning Rewards
Day. All of those children who received their Silver Award will be rewarded with a stage based reward.
Kindergarten and Stage 1 students will enjoy a movie afternoon with popcorn, Stage 2 students and Stage 3
students will receive tokens allowing them to visit another room, access free time or choose a class game or
activity. Our students are working hard to follow our school rules and it is wonderful to see so many receiving
their Silver Awards. Well done everyone.

University of New England
Hi! My name is Miss Henry and I am a Social Work Practicum student from the University of New England.
You may hear about me or see me around Woy Woy Public School working with the students to develop social
skills and supporting them to reach their ultimate potential!
My role as a social worker involves maximising the wellbeing of all the students and help to provide an inclusive
school community. To do this I am removing social barriers and helping to provide support to students by
meeting their social and emotional needs.

Thursday the 10th of September is a day nationally
recognised as R U OK? Day. A day where people
are reminded that every day is a good day to start
meaningful conversations to both offer support and to
provide encouragement in seeking professional
assistance to assist with life's ups and downs.
By starting a conversation with someone you could
help a family member, friend or workmate open up.
There are many agencies available to assist you or
others who may need to talk. Please find a list below of support agencies that can assist people, including
primary school-aged children, who may be at risk or experiencing emotional distress, including worried
family and friends:
•
•
•
•
•

Kids Helpline. 1800 55 1800. Phone support is there all day, every day. Online support is open from
8am-midnight every day (AEST)
Suicide Callback Service. 1300 659 467. Phone support all day, every day, and follow-up calls.
eHeadspace. 1800 650 890. Open 9am-1am daily (AEST).
Lifeline. 13 11 14. Phone support all day, every day. Online support 7pm-4am daily (AEST).
Beyondblue. 1300 22 4636. Phone support all day, every day. Online support 3pm-midnight every
day.

If you have any questions regarding this fortnights PBL message or Mr Hickman’s program please feel free
to contact Mrs Williams in the office.
Michelle Williams
Assistant Principal
Student Wellbeing

FORENSIC SCIENCE ADVENTURE FOR YEARS 5 & 6 COMING IN TERM 4
This year’s Stage 3 Science Incursion is being presented by
Education Interactive. This wonderful experience for our Year 5 and
Year 6 students will encourage curiosity and creativity in science by
engaging your children in a fascinating investigation. They will
explore real-world applications of science as forensic scientists.
The scenario is…… A young student is missing! Did they run away
from home to join the circus, were they kidnapped, or has something
else happened to them!?
While investigating this ‘case’ students will develop their critical and
creative thinking skills as they work to find the missing boy. They will use fingerprinting, scatology, UV
examinations, animal track comparisons and digital microscopy to name just a few of the hands-on
activities.
Get your permission notes into the school as quickly as you can. The school is meeting over half the
costs so parents are only required to pay $5.00 per child for this great scientific adventure.
David Owens
Science Co-ordinator

Online enrolment for new students is now available at our school! If your child lives within the local area and
is an Australian or New Zealand citizen and wishes to enrol at our school, you can enrol them through our
school website under the ‘Enrolment’ tab.
The Online Enrolment System is designed to provide flexibility for parents to submit an Application to enrol
in a NSW Government School online at the time that best suits them. The application can be accessed on
all browsers and mobile devices including iOS and Android.
The online application process is currently restricted to:
•
•
•

Enrolments into local schools only
Children who are Australian citizens, New Zealand citizens or permanent residents
Children who live in NSW

We offer our support and encourage you to complete your application to enrol online. If however, you do not
feel comfortable completing an application online, a paper copy will be available for collection from the front
office or can be downloaded from the Department’s going to a public school site.
If you would like further information please come and see us in the office.

We are now taking
Preschool & Kindergarten Enrolments
2021

All students should be at school unless:
• they have a medical certificate which states that they are unable to
return to school due to an ongoing medical condition
• they are currently unwell.
If your child is unwell, do not send them to school. If they are unwell at
school, you or your nominated emergency contact will need to collect
them immediately. Please ensure your child’s contact details are up to
date. If a student is absent without a medical reason for more than three days, this will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence and will be followed up by the school.
If you have any questions regarding your child’s attendance at school please call the office on
43413555.
If anyone in your family returns a positive result, please contact the school immediately and all
family members are to isolate for the required length of time.

On Monday the 24th of August and Tuesday the 25th of August Stage 2 went to Girrakool and Bulgandry.
We travelled by bus with all of our amazing teachers and Stage Two students.
At Girrakool and Bulgandry we learnt about the traditional owners of the land. We learnt about their
engravings and the tools they used like boomerangs, spears, axes, leaves, grinding rocks and volcanic
rocks to make axes. They use wattle leaves for soap and they use the soap to clean themselves before
going hunting so the animals cannot smell them. They also use the soap for a poison to stun the fish so they
can catch them and eat them. When we walked to the waterfall there were stepping stones so you don’t fall
into the water. We sat quietly and heard a frog, we also saw a brush turkey.
The Aboriginals used ochre to put on their bodies for ceremonies. They use a strong rock to crush up a
different rock and mix it with water. The white ochre is for people who don’t know much about aboriginal
culture. The red ochre is for people who know lots about aboriginal culture. Aborigines draw engravings of
animals because they are connected with that animal, they know all about that animal and would never kill it.
This would be their totem animal.
The Aborigines have lived sustainably for their whole lives. This means that there is enough for everyone.
When they got a cut or hurt themselves they would get a piece of bark from the band aid tree and use some
spider web to tie it in and to protect the cut. When the Aborigines can’t get what they need they could trade
with the other tribes. The Aborigines live off the land, have learnt how to make fire, eat bush tucker, make
soap and do lots of things using the local environment. Aboriginals were the first people to make bread over
40, 000 years ago, before the Egyptians did.
I really enjoyed this excursion because we got to learn about the Aborigines who were the traditional owners
of the land.
By Deizel Douglas

Lisa Mills
Classroom Teacher

Kindergarten students are very excited to have our chicken hatching
program at Woy Woy Public School during Term 3.
Students are learning about lifecycles for our Science Unit ‘Staying Alive’

Michelle Young
Classroom Teacher

In Science and Technology, Stage Two have been learning about living and nonliving things. During an investigation on the 1st of September, students were
looking for and classifying living things found in the leaf litter in our Bush Tucker
Garden. One student – Patti Bisson made an amazing discovery of a mammal
skull. The skull is 7cm long and 4cm wide, with some teeth intact.
After some research at the Gympie Bone Museum in Queensland and further
research through the Principal of Rumbulara Environmental Education Centre
Gosford we came to the consensus that we believe that the skull possibly belongs
to a grey- headed flying fox.
Mrs Mills
Stage 2 Science Teacher

Our Guliyali children have had a very busy fortnight, filled with lots of learning and laughter!
Each morning before heading outside to play, our Guliyali Preschool children complete a ‘Safety Checklist.’
Not only does this task promote responsibility and independence but it also develops the children's awareness
of being safe, looking after themselves and those around them.
Sea life has been a popular topic which lead to some critical thinking and reflective discussions about whether
animals belong in an aquarium or not. The children displayed some refined creative arts skills, drawing their
favourite sea creature and enjoyed engaging in many play based learning experiences.
“People catch animals and put them in the aquarium to share” – Adam
“We can’t see animals in the ocean because they’re hiding and it’s too dark” – Isla
“Injured animals go to the aquarium to be safe from sharks” – James
We also sent over a kind gift to our elderly friends from Deepwater Court Retirement Village to brighten their
days – a book full of drawings that make us feel happy!
Whitney Williams
Early Childhood Teacher | Guliyali Preschool

‘

Another outstanding display of cooking excellent on display again today. The young chefs who cooking in
the final heat were superb, they made lasagne and salad, a prawn and lemon pasta, a cherry muffin with
cherry sauce, spaghetti bolognese, sliders with halloumi fries and raspberry moose with passion fruit curd.
The food that these young chefs can produce is nothing short of amazing.
Everyone who has competed through the competition have done so with grace and enthusiasm. I am so
very proud of all their efforts. Our grand final will be held next week with a date to be advised.

Lina Williamson
SAKG Teacher
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Book Club
A friendly reminder that the school is unable to accept cash orders for Book Club. Please use the LOOP
order and payment method on the scholastic.com.au website, or EFTPOS at the front office. Please bring an
order form if you are using EFTPOS.

Friday 11th September 2020

Book Week

Book Week will be celebrated at Woy Woy Public School from Monday 19th October to Friday 23rd October,
during Week 2 of Term 4. The character dress up day will be held on Thursday 22nd October. The students
will participate in activities that promote reading for children. The Book Fair will be available for students to
browse throughout the week and an online payment option will be available through Scholastic for any
purchases. Looking forward to some great costumes and lots of fun on the day.

A friendly reminder that the school is unable to accept cash orders for Book Club. Please use the LOOP
order and payment method on the scholastic.com.au website, or EFTPOS at the front office. Please bring an
order form if you are using EFTPOS.
Mrs Cathy Walker
Teacher Librarian

Congratulations to the following student who has reached their 100 nights of home reading!
100 Nights Jacinta Hurley 5/6RC

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
**** Unless your enquiry is a matter of urgency please restrict entry into our office area ****
Office Hours
School phones are manned from 8.30am until 3.15pm. The office window is opened at 8.30am and closed at
3.00pm however office staff are available until 3.15pm. There is a teacher on duty at the bus lines until 3.20pm.
Changes to Going Home Arrangements
Could you please ensure that your child is aware of how they will be going home in the afternoon.If these
arrangements change during the day it would be appreciated if you could contact the office prior to 2.00pm to
ensure that the message is passed on to your child.
Skoolbag APP and Website
You can download the WWPS Skoolbag APP to both iPhone and Android devices. Event updates and
important information will be sent out via our Skoolbag APP and you can record your child’s absence from
school here as well. You will also find our School website at http://www.woywoy-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ which
is regularly updated with events happening in our school. The School email address for correspondence is
woywoy-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au.
Student Mobile Phones
Students who bring their mobile phone to school are asked to leave them at the office on their arrival and
collect it at the end of the school day. Students are not permitted to have their phone with them during the
day. It is also helpful if their name is on their phone.
Late Arrival / Early Departure
If your child is late arriving to school or needs to leave early for an appointment, a partial absence slip is to be
collected from the school office prior to going to your child’s classroom. This slip is given to the classroom
teacher.
Payment of Money to the School
School fees and activity costs can be paid by credit card via the Woy Woy Public School website
(http://www.woywoy-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/) using the ‘Make a Payment’ tab.

****** EFTPOS IS NOW AVAILABLE IN OUR OFFICE ******
Understandably, our preferred method of payment for any school costs
is contactless.
Payments for any school fees or activities can be made either by credit
card via the Woy Woy Public School Website (http://www.woy.schools.nsw.edu.au) using the ‘Make a Payment’ tab or for your
convenience we have also installed an EFTPOS facility at the front
office.
Should it be necessary for payment to be made using cash, monies should be placed in an envelope
with your child’s name, class and reason clearly noted. If payment is for multiple children, each
must have their own envelope.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
Linda Goldsmith – School Administrative Manager
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School hats are available
from the canteen for $13.00

Online ordering is available www.flexischools.com.au APP : Flexischools
We have 2 new items on our menu : Bolognese Roll : Bolognese mince on a long roll
With cheese
Chicken Tortilla : Tortilla – with mayo, lettuce
and chicken wedge
We now have Sushi on our menu $3.50
Beef Teriyaki
Chicken Teriyaki

Thank you to all our volunteers for your help throughout the term.
Anne
Canteen Supervisor

$4.00
$4.50

$3.50

Shop 30 Railway Street
Woy Woy NSW 2256
Ph: 4339 4941

JOIN US TODAY
We are seeking P/Time workers to assist our clients with
cleaning and accessing the community within school hrs.
Apply online through the Clean N Care website
www.cleannncare.com.au or call us on 43681700!

TERM 3

MUSIC BUS PICK UP
If your child is attending our Music Bus and they are finishing their lesson after school hours could you
please collect your child from our school car park gate located in Park Road. We do remind all parents and
carers that we are still following the Department Rules and Regulations Policy of no parents on site.
Children will be directed to our car park gate after their lesson.
We do wish to thank you all for your co-operation.

TRANSITION TO SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please find a link to our Transition to school Info Sessions for parents with children starting Kinder next year.
There are 10 x 10 min sessions on our Facebook page every Wednesday at 11am.
Please share with all your families and new parents. This is something usually done face to face, however
during COVID, we are now offering it online. Please feel free to share.
Today’s session is now online to watch:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=669539907104456
Many thanks

Philippa Skipper
SaCC Facilitator
Woy Woy Public School
0477 317862
philippa.skipper@det.nsw.edu.au
www.ccsacc.com
Schools as Community Centres Project

