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How wonderful to have all of the children back at school. The school is once again full of noisy chatter, 

happy laughter, excited, active play and busy teachers providing care and curriculum related appropriate 

learning activities. Just what a school should be.  

Thank you for your understanding and patience around the return to school for our students. We are still 

classed as a Level 3 plus school and must follow all the COVID restrictions for that level. A huge thank you 

to Mr Dan Betts for the many hours of organisation around making sure all our students are safe with 

staggered arrivals and departures, break times throughout the day, teacher’s duties and designated gates 

for coming and going. Not an easy task. Just to see how happy and excited our students are to be back 

together in some way is well worth it. 

Leadership program for Year 5 

Mrs Hauraki and Mr Brady will be running the Leadership program over the next few weeks for Year 5 

students who are aspiring to student leadership positions for 2022. After the conclusion of this program 

voting will take place for the leadership positions by students from Year 2 to 5 and for all school staff. 

Successful leadership positions will be announced during the Presentation Day Assembly, be that online or 

face to face. 

Time to start planning for the school’s 2022 structure 

It is that time of year again when our school starts forward planning for the school structure for the next year. 

How we structure classes for 2022 will depend on the total number of students enrolled for 2022, the staffing 

entitlement the Department of Education allocates and numbers in each grade year. Teachers are in the 

best professional position to make the decision about where a child should be placed for the optimum 

possible benefit of their educational progress. We know that children grow and change as they progress 

through school. They change socially and their associations with other children change. Academically they 

may need support or challenge. It is important to remember that students are placed in classes to enhance 

their learning opportunities with sound teacher professional knowledge backed up by recorded assessment, 

work task results and classroom teacher observation expertise on the educational, social and emotional 

growth of a child. We do welcome your input in this process if you believe there are extenuating 

circumstances that need to be considered when placing your child in a class for 2022. You are welcome 

to make an appointment to meet with the Principal and discuss this matter. Alternately you can put your 

concerns in writing and address the correspondence to the Principal directly. Please always remember this 

process is totally confidential. All these requests will be taken into consideration, but we cannot guarantee 

that it will be possible to fulfil these requests, as numbers, teachers available and professional educational 

judgement will determine the final outcome. Classes will be formed at the end of the year for 2022 but as 

always may not be set until the beginning of 2022 when numbers of students on seats become apparent. All 

concerns regarding class placements for 2022 need to be in by Friday 19th November 2021. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/woywoypublicschool/


 

Year 6 have only a short time left with us 

 

It is a sad time of year when we all come to the realisation that our Year 6 students will be ending their 

Primary School education and moving onto High School next year.  Some of our Year 6 students have been 

at Woy Woy Public School since beginning Preschool. That is 8 years in the same school with many of the 

same friends and teachers. A very long association. Our thoughts are with them as they come to terms with 

leaving the comfortable confines of our supportive little school to join the throngs of the larger population of 

a high school campus with multiple teachers and classrooms for the different subjects they will be learning.  

A huge change lies ahead not only with the school change but with growing up as well.  It is not easy being 

a young person between childhood and pending teenager in today’s world. Our thoughts and wishes are 

with you Year 6. Make these last weeks of Primary School the best you can have.  

 

Refunds for the Great Aussie Bush Camp for Year 4 

 

The process for refunding deposits paid by Year 4 parents and carers will start this week. Refund forms will 

be sent out this week. Please get your forms back to the office as soon as possible when you have 

completed the necessary information on them. Your payment will then be returned to you the same way you 

paid it, be it through POP, the school EFTPOS or EFT (your bank account) Such a shame we could not 

have all the extra-curricular activities we planned for our students this year but unfortunately circumstances 

did not allow this. 2022 will be exciting and hopefully all the great excursions we offer will be back on the list. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Have you enrolled your Kindergarten child for 2022? 

A reminder about enrolling children beginning school in 2022. Enrolments are now being processed so 

classes can start to be formed and Kindergarten teachers placed. Hopefully we will get the chance to have 

some on site transition happening before the end of the year. Please let anyone you know who has a child 

ready to start school in 2022, it is time to finalise their enrolment. 

Remote Learning Survey Results 

On behalf of all of the WWPS executive team, we’d like to thank everyone who completed a Remote 

Learning Survey at the end of Term 2. The feedback sent in by those who participated was instrumental in 

helping us to refine and improve upon the systems we had in place to deliver learning-from-home packages. 

The vast majority of respondents were overwhelmingly positive about the amount and the content of the 

work set for their children, but there were certainly some practical suggestions received on how to better 

cater to the needs of students and their families.  

We were particularly interested to find out how well-received the Zoom sessions were. Early on in the piece 

we received some timely constructive feedback from one or two parents who felt that Zooms needed to be 

more structured and more focussed on lesson content, as opposed to being an opportunity to ‘check-in’ with 

the teacher. This feedback was gratefully received and was passed on to teachers. From this point onwards, 

it seems that most parents/carers appreciated the way that teachers increased the number of zooms that 

they offered over the course of the learning from home period. Results from the surveys indicated that 

across the various stages of learning, the majority of parents felt that the Zoom sessions the teachers 

delivered were well-organised and engaging. Some parents/carers commented that they would have 

preferred more sessions and/or multiple sessions per day. It’s worth noting that for every respondent who 

felt this way, there were as many, or more parents who felt that their children experienced ‘Zoom fatigue’, 

found it hard to maintain their concentration or felt slightly uncomfortable making contributions in this online 

environment. Overall, we were very proud of the way that our teachers adapted and refined their delivery of 

Zoom sessions and were able to support students to complete the work that had been set for them.  

We were also interested in whether the parents of children in Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 would have preferred to 

have had their children completing work online, in the same way that students in Years 5 and 6 did (i.e. 

using the Google Classroom platform).  

 

 



 

The vast majority of respondents indicated that they felt that Google Classroom would result in too much 

screen time for students in their early years of schooling, and that the booklets promoted actual physical 

practise of handwriting and spelling skills that are crucial at this stage of schooling.  

Many of the stages of learning were able to make important changes to their systems for the delivery of the 

first two/three weeks of Learning-from-home work packages for Term 4. The work in Year 3 and 4 booklets 

was changed so that it was organised in terms of work that needed to be completed each day of the week, 

whereas the work had formerly been organised into subject areas. Year 5 and 6 History, Geography and 

Science and Technology activities were simplified and pared back based on the feedback received in their 

survey. We also learned that although parents appreciated the fact that teachers sent handy tips and 

instructions to students via ClassDojo to help and guide them to complete their work, these messages may 

have been more useful if delivered at the end of the previous day’s learning, so that families who wanted to 

hit the ground running the next day were able to do so. 

All-in-all, the survey results indicated that the school got a lot of things right in attempting to provide work 

and guidance to support our students to learn from home, using systems that were equitable, organised and 

engaging. That being said, we received some very useful constructive criticism, and this was acted upon to 

improve the learning-from-home experience for all concerned, including making things easier for parents. 

Again, we’d like to thank all that took the time to complete these surveys – your input was valued and greatly 

appreciated. 

Take care and keep safe 

Ona Buckley and Dan Betts 

Principals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week, as we all settle back into the rhythm of school our teachers and students have been talking about 

how to ‘Be Cooperative”, especially when playing games. Lessons have had a focus on playing by the rules, 

taking turns and being a good sport. Stage 2 students have created videos demonstrating cooperative 

behaviours and these will be viewed across the school this week to lead conversations about the expected 

behaviour.  

 

Next fortnight we will be focussing on the ‘Be Safe’ expectation and students and teachers will be discussing 

the importance of staying in bounds, wearing a hat, staying off the fixed play equipment when it is not 

supervised and keeping out of the toilet blocks unless using the bathroom.    

 

 

 

 



                                     

Meet ‘Yali’ 
 
On 25th October our newly named Positive Behaviour for Learning mascot ‘Yali’ welcomed back our students. 

The name Yali was chosen from a number of entries submitted during Term 2. Yali is a shortened version of 

the Aboriginal word for pelican (Guliyali) in traditional Kamilaroi language. We are so excited to introduce Yali 

to our school community and thank everyone for their name contributions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
What you need to know about 'vaping' 
 
NSW public schools treat vaping the same as smoking 

cigarettes, as outlined in the Drugs in Schools Policy: 

Smoking (including vaping) on school premises, including 

school buildings, gardens, sports fields and car parks, is 

prohibited for all students, employees and visitors. 

Parents and carers will be concerned to know that the 
Department of Education has reported an increase in 
students using e-cigarettes, or “vaping”. By talking to your 
child about e-cigarettes, you may help prevent them from 
vaping. 
 
What are e-cigarettes? 

E-cigarettes, or electronic cigarettes, are battery-operated devices that heat a liquid into a vapour that users 

inhale. Vapes will likely expose the user and bystanders to chemicals and toxins such as propylene glycol, 

glycerol and ethylene glycol. 

What can I do as a parent or carer? 

Parents, carers, and the community can support the school and our students by being informed about this 

concern and to speak to their children about making positive decisions.  

 



 

Talk with your child, prepare yourself by getting the facts and role model an environment that's free of 

cigarettes and e-cigarettes. 

Additional information to support parents, carers, community, and students can be found at 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/tobacco/Pages/electronic-cigarettes.aspx 

Social Media 

When are they ready for social media accounts? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the physical age of your child and their level of maturity and resilience can affect their ability to have 

positive experiences on social media.  

Each social media site and app has its own criteria for minimum age requirements. Most require users to be 

at least 13 years of age before they can register, although some sites are created especially for children 

under 13.   

The esafety commission website has information on how to support your child navigate social media sites. 

Visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide for more information.  

 

Michelle Williams 

Assistant Principal  

Student Wellbeing  
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A single School Visitor Check-in system for every school across the state is coming form 18 October 2021. 

The Department of Education has partnered with Service NSW to provide a streamlined, digital school sign-

in system for visitors and contractors at every NSW government school.  

• Accelerating your check-ins to as fast as 20 seconds! 

• Linked to NSW Health’s VOVID-19 contact tracing ensuring every school is compliant with the NSW 

COVID-19 mandate. (https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/covid-check-mandate-expanded) 

• Giving every school greater access to streamlined NSW Government services. 

Watch our short parent video (https://youtu.be/g2LKZxKpxBo to see how it works. 

Who can use School Visitor Check-in?  

• Visitors such as parents and carers, contractors, service providers and volunteers. 

Students or visitors under the age of 18 are not required to use School Visitor Check-in. 

School visitor Check-in will be ready from 18 October at all NSW Government schools. 

For more information visit School Visitor Check-in on the Department website. 

 

 

In accordance with advice from NSW HealthExternal link, parents and carers are reminded NOT to send 

children to school if they are unwell, even if they have the mildest flu-like symptoms. 

NSW Health has requested that schools encourage anyone who is unwell or has even mild flu-like 

symptoms, to arrange to be tested through their local medical practitioner or one of the COVID-19 

clinicsExternal link. 

Students and staff with flu-like symptoms need to be tested and provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test 

result and be symptom-free before being permitted to return to school. 

Students who do not undertake a COVID-19 test will not be permitted to return to school for a 10-day period. 

Additionally, they must be symptom-free for at least 3 days prior to returning to school. 

Directly from: https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families#:~:text=School%20attendance,-

Students%20should%20be&text=NSW%20Health%20has%20requested%20that,of%20the%20COVID%2D

19%20clinics%20.&text=Additionally%2C%20they%20must%20be%20symptom,prior%20to%20returning%

20to%20school. 
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We have been very excited to welcome back our Guliyali preschoolers this term. It is very obvious the 

children have missed their friends dearly. As the children settle back into preschool life, they have found 

comfort in the loving arms of their trusted educators and have enjoyed some refreshing new learning spaces 

within the preschool. There has also been some positive discussion about “Kindy” as this exciting new step 

draws closer. We’re looking forward to a fun term ahead!   

 

Whitney Williams 

Preschool Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have reached their 150, 175, 200, 225 & 250 nights of home 

reading! 

 

150 Nights Michael Burton 2MB, Hannah Greenwood 2MB 

175 Nights Michael Burton 2MB 

200 Nights Michael Burton 2MB 

225 Nights Michael Burton 2MB 

250 Nights Michael Burton 2MB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

We are celebrating Book Week 2021 during week 8 of term 4. 

Book Fair in the library: 22nd November – 26th November 

Unfortunately, we are unable to accept cash payments. Purchases can be made online or with EFTPOS at 

the front office. 

Book Fair Parade: Thursday 25th November: 9:15am 

Due to the current circumstances, parents will not be able to attend the parade at this stage. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club issue 8 is open for online orders.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Cathy Walker 

Teacher Librarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

Online ordering is available www.flexischools.com.au   APP: Flexischools 

 

Welcome back everyone! 

Just a friendly reminder that we are currently taking online  

orders only until further notice due to our COVID restrictions.  

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
 

 

Anne 

Canteen Supervisor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd December 2021 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

Hello and welcome back to all the WWPS Families.  
 
On behalf of the P&C of WWPS I would like to say well done to all the families and commend you all for 
getting through lockdown, however that looked for your family. I would also like to say a huge thank you to 
teachers and support staff for the massive effort that they put in to engage the kids throughout remote 
learning, for checking in and staying positive and helping the parents to support our children. You are 
amazing and we hope you feel the appreciation from the parent community. The last few months have had 
their ups and downs, but we made it through and now can come back together as a school community.  
 
As parent volunteers the P&C are classified under the Parent Community for the Department of Education 
COVID guidelines meaning we also have limited access to the school site. What this means is that any 
fundraising, meetings and uniform shop orders will take place online for the remainder of the year. The P&C 
Exec team are working to ensure that our operations including uniform shop run smoothly but we ask that 
you please bear in mind that we are all volunteers, and the current team are juggling family, work, and P&C 
commitments. We may not be able to respond to contacts every day but we do check all correspondence 
regularly and will be in touch. 
 
A FEW GENERAL UPDATES FROM THE P&C 
 

• Thank you to everyone who placed an order for Portrait Plates. They are almost ready and will be 
available to pick up from the school office once they have been sorted. A notice will be sent out once 
a date is confirmed.  
 

• P&C general meetings are still being held on the second Wednesday night of each month by Zoom 
link. All are welcome. The link will be advertised the week of the meeting on school digital platforms. 
You can also email our Secretary, Gillian, and she can email you the link.   

 

• We are still seeking a Uniform Shop Co Ordinator. This is a very important job in our P&C and our 
coordinators are supported by a strong team and clear processes. If you would like more information 
about this position, please send your details to woywoypublicschool@pandcaffiliate.org.au and one 
of the executive members will contact you.  
 

• Our Walk-a-thon may be on hold for now due to restrictions, but we are still working away behind the 
scenes to plan a great event for the school in 2022. Stay tuned… 

 
NEW EMAILS 
 
The uniform shop has a new email address! You can now send your orders and questions to 
woywoypublicschool-uniform@pandcaffiliate.org.au 
 
All general correspondence can now be sent to woywoypublicschool@pandcaffiliate.org.au 
 
The former emails will still be checked regularly until the 2022 AGM in March. 
 
UNIFORM UPDATE 
 
Due to current Covid restrictions the uniform shop is operating by order only. Orders that are received and 
paid by Tuesday of each week are available on the Thursday for collection from the front office. Deliveries 
are not allowed to classrooms and all orders must be collected. Please be patient with our volunteers in 
response times for invoices. We do not have a uniform coordinator and the exec team are balancing the 
requirements with other positions. 
 
PRICE CHANGES 
 
The uniform shop always seeks to make sure uniforms are available and affordable. We have not had a 
pricing increase in several years, but unfortunately rising costs of stock and freight mean that we have had 
to review our pricing structure and make some small increases.  
 
 

mailto:woywoypublicschool@pandcaffiliate.org.au
mailto:woywoypublicschool-uniform@pandcaffiliate.org.au
mailto:woywoypublicschool@pandcaffiliate.org.au


The items with new pricing are: 
 

▪ Blue Polo Shirt $28 
▪ Sport Polos $28 
▪ Fleecy Jackets $27 

 
Price increases will apply from 1st November 2021 and new order forms will be available in the school office 
and on the school website.  
 
We have introduced a new item to the uniform range with the navy sport track pant. These have a logo on 
them and go very well with the sport jacket. This item will be available for $29 
 
We are also discontinuing the mighty tuff backpack as rising costs mean we would have to increase the 
price by 20% and this no longer provides value for money to our community. There are very few bags left so 
please email if you would like to purchase a backpack. It will be first in first served.  
 
The next general Meeting will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 10th November via Zoom link.  
Link will be provided on digital platforms, or you can email for a copy of the link and agenda. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to reach out via email or come along to the next 
meeting. We are always happy to hear from the school community.  
 
Thank you 
 
Billie-Jean 
WWPS P&C President.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

**** Unless your enquiry is a matter of urgency, please restrict entry into our office area **** 

Office Hours 

School phones are manned from 8:30am until 3:15pm. The office window is opened at 8:30am and closed at 

3:00pm however office staff are available until 3:15pm. There is a teacher on duty at the bus lines until 3:20pm. 

 

Changes to Going Home Arrangements 

Could you please ensure that your child is aware of how they will be going home in the afternoon. If these 

arrangements change during the day it would be appreciated if you could contact the office prior to 2:00pm to 

ensure that the message is passed on to your child. 

 

Skoolbag APP and Website 

You can download the WWPS Skoolbag APP to both iPhone and Android devices. Event updates and 

important information will be sent out via our Skoolbag APP, and you can record your child’s absence from 

school here as well. You will also find our School website at http://www.woywoy-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ which 

is regularly updated with events happening in our school. The School email address for correspondence is 

woywoy-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. 

 

Student Mobile Phones 

Students who bring their mobile phone to school are asked to leave them at the office on their arrival and 

collect it at the end of the school day. Students are not permitted to have their phone with them during the 

day. It is also helpful if their name is on their phone. 

 

Late Arrival / Early Departure 

If your child is late arriving to school or needs to leave early for an appointment, a partial absence slip is to be 

printed at the school office and given to the classroom teacher. 

 

Payment of Money to the School 

 

****** EFTPOS IS AVAILABLE IN OUR OFFICE ****** 

 

Understandably, our preferred method of payment for any school costs 

is contactless. 

 

Payments for any school fees or activities can be made either by credit 

card via the Woy Woy Public School Website (http://www.woy-

.schools.nsw.edu.au) using the ‘Make a Payment’ tab or for your 

convenience we have also installed an EFTPOS facility at the front 

office. 

 
Should it be necessary for payment to be made using cash, monies should be placed in an envelope 

with your child’s name, class and reason clearly noted. If payment is for multiple children, each 

must have their own envelope. 

 

Thank you for your support in this matter.  

 

Linda Goldsmith – School Administrative Manager  
 

http://www.woy-.schools.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.woy-.schools.nsw.edu.au/


 
  
  
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shop 30 Railway Street 
Woy Woy NSW 2256 
Ph:  4339 4941 

                         JOIN US TODAY       

We are seeking P/Time workers to assist our clients with 

cleaning and accessing the community within school hrs. Apply 

online through the Clean N Care website 

www.cleannncare.com.au or call us on 43681700!  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjB0Jyh0-neAhVWWH0KHU32BTUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.woywoyroosters.com.au/cgi-bin/sponsor_view.cgi&psig=AOvVaw3fbZ0LyE_5Dt4ZsUWea7o4&ust=1543032793234386
http://www.cleannncare.com.au/


  

        
 

 



 

 

 


